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PREFACE
The early history of Utah Is both varied and interesting and presents a rich field of study for the student of Western American History.

The subject treated in this paper is a

segment of the early Utah story.

It is a study of the activi-

ties of the Mormon leader Brigham Young in the southwestern
Utah community of St. George. Involved is a detailed study of
the years between 1861, when St. George was settled, and 13?7>
when President Young made his last visit to the community.
I kept two main purposes in mind while doing research for
the study.

First, I wanted to determine the frequency and dur-

ation of all visits made my the President to St. George. Next,
I wanted to find out what his actual activities were while in
the southern settlement.
After accomplishing the research for the study, I found
four main reasons for the presence of the Church President in
St. George. His failing health became very important in drawing him to the mild winter of southern Utah, especially during
the later years of his life.

The building of the St. George

Temple was also an important factor during the later years.
More important at the start was the spiritual and worldly guidance the President lenew was needed by the southern Mormon
Saints.

Also, there was a need to care for some personal busi-

ness Interests in the south.
I followed three phases of research while gathering material for the study.
of St. George.

The first phase was carried out in the city

I viewed the winter home of President Young

1

and studied the county courthouse records while in the city.
Also, I acquired a copy of James G. Bleak*s "Annuals of the
Southern Utah Mission," Book " B % from the prominent Utah
author Juanita Brooks.

The copy was carried hf myself to the

Brigham Young University Library.
The second phase of research was accomplished at the Brigham Young University Library and involved working with several
diaries of early St. George settlers such as that of Charles
L. Walker.

The final phase was carried out in the L, B. S.

Church Historians Office at Salt Lake City.

The St. George

Stake Records proved to be the most important source found in
SaXt « . , an* was one *

t*e *est sources * * tne stu dy .

I am obligated to several persons who helped further my
project In one way or another. Acknowledgement is given the
aid of Juanita Brooks, previously of St. George, now of Salt
Lake City, Richard B. Poll and Wilford S. Smith of Brigham
Young University, and Preston Hlbley and A. William Lund, of
the Church Historian's Office. All were very gracious and almost overwhelming in their support and advice.
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CHAPfSR OHE
BRIGHAM YOU1G THS COLOIISER
The Mormon leader Brigham Young was one of the most important colonizers in the history of the American West. He
led the famous pioneer trek of 1847 which finally came to an
mA in the Great Salt Lake Valley.

He provided the necessary

leadership during the difficult early years of the new settle*
ment and caused the lateral spread of "Zlon", a very important
point in the final colonization of the Utah area*

His contri-

bution lay in the foresight and determination he made a part
of his life.
Several factors helped Brigham Young in his effort to settle the new area. The most important was his very firm control
over the Mormon Saints. In the same year his band entered the
Salt Lake Valley, he became President of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Three years later* in 1850* he
was appointed governor of the new territory of Utah.

This

put him into a firm position of leadership and control, a position which enabled him to colonize the new country, completely
and permanently*
The colonization movement led t j the Church President was
hardly a haphazard affair.

It was a well-planned program rest-

ing upon some basic Mormon beliefs. One of these was that the
new area must be able to depend entirely upon itself for the

r

•

n. J"!* B ; w l d t s o @ » Brisham Young the Man of the Hour,
(Salt Lake City; Bookoraft, 1947) p. 13.
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•
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necessities of life.
Ifhen the Mormons were driven west, they expected to establish a society in which they could live in peace and
to create a type of Kingdom of God upon the earth. One
condition of this was that they should become self-sustaining, that they should produce their own necessities
of food, clothing* and shelter. With this in mind,
Brigham Young planted colonies wherever there was water
and land,1
This led to a TBTT active program indeed, as reported hf Milton
S. Hunter. He tells of Mormonism becoming a great colonizing
enterprise and gives the Brigham Young success formula. This
formula involved gaining control over extensive territory* gathering converts as rapidly as possible, and holding the new ter-

m
r i t o r y }>f establishing and developing numerous towns and c i t i e s . &
In keeping with this active program, President Young followed a characteristic pattern in pushing new settlements outward from Great Salt Lake City. He would first survey a new
area to determine its strengths and weaknesses, tfext* he would
hand-pick from among his followers, members of all critical professions necessary to the successful operation of a new town.
Those selected would then be "called" on a mission of labor to
settle in the new area. In this manner, communities began to
spring up south of the original pioneer settlement.
As early as 1849* Just two years after his arrival, President Young was looking into the southern reaches of the present
state of Utah for possible settlement.
I . I « I mil ii •• mi HI i i m i i i i n i i . ,
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A. B. Mortensen (ed.)t "Utah's Bixie...The Cotton Mission",
Historical Quarterly, XXIX (1961), p. 201.
rnitoTiU Hunter, Brigham Young the Colonizer (Salt lake
City, Utah: Beseret Hews Press, IP5T» p. 13.
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year, a company of nearly fifty men led l)j Parley P. Pratt left
Salt Lake City on an exploration venture into the southern part
of the state.

They returned with encouraging reports on the

potential of the explored area for farming and future settlement.1

Similar favorable accounts were given by an 1852 expedi-

tion into the southern territory under the leadership of John B.
Lee.

These reports no doubt hastened the settlement of Utah's

Bixie under the sponsorship of President Young.
Several colonization attempts were made during this early
period.

As a result of the Pratt report, Parowan and Cedar

City were settled In 1851.

Other early efforts were made along

several of the tributaries leading into the Virgin Hiver. Accordlngly. Harmony, in 1852, and Toquervllle, in 1858, proved
to be two of the more important settlements along Ash Creek.*
On the Santa Clara fork, the community of Santa Clara began its
existence in I854 and the much smaller town of Tonaquint had a
similar beginning in 1856.^

A year later, the town of Washing-

ton was founded in the Virgin liver Basin and was the first settlement established for the specific purpose of experimenting
with cotton production.
But it was not until 1861, after the outbreak of the Civil
War, that President Young organized the settlement of this
southern country on a large scale. Fearing that the war
'
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Hazel Bradshaw (ed.), Under Dixie Sun (Banguitch Utah?
Garfield County Hews, 1950), p. 292.
f-Ibid.
^Andrew Karl Larson, I Was Called To Dixie (Salt Lake
City,.Utah; The Beseret Mews Press, 196TT, p. 18.
Zlbid.. pp. 23-30.
glbid.. pp. 38, 58.
.., p. 67•
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would take away the cotton supply, he began plans for
raising enough in this western country to supply the
needs of his people.1
The possibility of raising cotton in Utah must have appealed to
the President.

This would be a step toward the self-sustaining

feature he desired in the new land.

From all indications the

climate in the south seemed to be favorable for the raising of
this important commodity.
In order to get a first hand picture of the southern Utah
situation, Brigham Young and other high officials of the Church
made a visit in the spring of 1861. Stopping at each Mormon
community on the way, the President offered his followers words
of encouragement and advice. On kay 26th, he advised the people in the small Mormon settlement of Santa Clara to move to
higher ground.

The next day, as! he approached the tiny set-

tlement of Tonaouint, he reportedly stopped his carriage suddenly, and gathered his traveling companions around so they might
easily hear his words. Pointing to the north, he brought a
valley located between two volcanic ridges to their attention.
He said, "There will yet be built, between those volcanic ridges^
a city, with spires, towers, and steeples, with homes containing
many inhabitants J P

He was looking directly toward the future

site of the city of St. George, whose temple, tabernacle, court
house, and private dwellings would one day fulfill his description.^
'Bradshaw, op. cjt.» p. 293•
St v George Stake Records, Vol. I, May 26, 1861. Church
Historians Office, Salt Lake City, Utah. (These records are not
indexed with page numbers. Bates must be used for location.)
£lbid.» May 27* 1861.
4
Samuel Knight, one of the southern missionaries, thought
such a prophecy could never be fulfilled, (op. cit.)
2

mAm

Young was apparently satisfied that the country Just traversed would lend itself to colonization and that cotton could
*

be produced in the area.

He began an immediate program of

reinforcement for the south. At the General Church Conference
held in Salt Lake City on October 6 t 1861, about three hundred
families were "called" to the Dixie Mission to promote the
cotton industry.2

The families were hand-picked in an effort

to insure an adequate number of farmers* carpenters, educators,
and so on, with which to operate a new community.

fhe St.

George Stake Records list numerous interesting occupational
titles.

Included were such occupations as musician, wheel-

wright, shingle-maker, tanner* gardner* brush-maker, cooper,
miller, hatter* mineralogist* machinist, horticulturist, adobemaker, and even a castor-oil-maker.*

This is an illustration

of the practical nature of Brigham Youngfs program of colon!sa5
tion, a feature r%Tj important to the success of a new town.
j
0Stake Records, October* 1861.
^About two-thirds of the people selected tow the trip were
from Salt lake County* and about sixty were from neighboring
Utah County. However, thirty were from Sanpete County* and a
do sen or so from other counties in the territory. Altogether*
nearly 800 families* representing something like 3,000 persons,
were called to Dixie in the early 1860's. At least 300 additional families—upwards of 1,000 persons—were called in the
late I860*s and 1870*s.
Leonard J. Arrington# "The Mormon Cotton Mission in Southern
Utah", Pacific Historical Review. Vol XXV, 1956, pp. 225-7.
?Bradshaw» op. cit.» p. 292.
%take Records, October, 1861.
5The practical nature of his program might partly be attributed to the fact that Brigham Young himself was practical
in nature. Andrew Benson reports that as a boy, Brigham learned the trades of carpenter* Joiner* painter* and glazier* and
exhibited traits of a practical nature.
Andrew Jenson, latter-day Saint Biographical Encyclopedia. Vol
I, (Salt lake City, Utahi Beseret News, 1901), p. 9.

'5-*

It was not an easy matter for the chosen families to take
the trail once again.

They could still remember the trials

experienced in their original trip West. Also* new problems
faced those called. Many had acquired property which had to
be sold or abandoned.

Ties with families and friends were to

be broken. It was not a prospect to be relished.

One of the

chosen pioneers said:
I received a letter from my brother stating that him and
me were both called to go to the South and raise cotton,
low this was Joyful news to me |or I was glad to leave
that cold country and get where [l could raise southern
products. But my wife felt bad, for she thought she could
not live in a hot climate... I!began to try to sell out,
but there was so many called atithe same time that I could
only get one yoke of oxen and a;year old heifer for my
place, with the hay, potatoes and household stuff which I
left; the whole worth 1,200 dollars.*
However* most of those selected overlooked the difficulties involved and accepted the call.

A typical response is recorded

by Charles L. Walker, one of the pioneers.
Well* here I have worked for the last seven years, through
heat and cold, hunger andi adverse circumstances, and at
last have a home and fruit trees Just beginning to bear
and look pretty. Well* Iimust leave it and go and do the
will of my Father in Heaven...and I pray God to give me
strength to accomplish that !which is required of me.*
Moving rapidly, those chosen for the southern trip sold
their Salt Lake possessions and turned once again to the trail*
They did not leave before receiving direction concerning their
Journey however. Brigham briefed them during several meetings
held at his school house in Salt Lake City. He gave them instructions concerning their duties and needs in establishing
M!—,!..!!!.'-..'— I.

t
2 Lar«m. 0 & U & * . . P. 105.

«Qw

a new city on the slope north of the confluence of the Virgin
and the Santa Clara.

"The city was to be named St. George/1

in honor of George A. Smith, Brigham Young's counselor.1
On lovember 25th, 1861* the St. George Valley received its
first settlers.2 The main company began arriving on December
3 *
lit and continued for several days thereafter.
It was not
long before the barren valley began its transformation into a
thriving agricultural community.

It was not an easy task how-

ever, and the settlers experienced many early difficulties.
Water was a constant problem.

Because of the sandy soil along

the river banks, it was next to impossible to keep a dam built
from which water could be led to the soil. Also, the people
were disappointed to find that the earth was heavily impregnated with minerals which came to the surface with irrigation and
formed a hard crust, curtailing virtually all plant growth.
The settlers overcame the obstacles through sheer will-power*
and cotton was finally planted on June 1* 1862.
Some conclusions may be drawn from Young's relationship
with the Southern Mission to the year 1861. first* he displayed an unusually strong interest in the area.

Some of this was

surely due to his desire for a normal expansion of the area.
However, the possibility of raising cotton successfully in Utah
was the dominating factor.
m m
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This would take him one step closer
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JIbid.. p. 107.
*The first to reach the site were Robert Thompson and
William Faweett. Ibid;., p. 108.
5lbid.

mfm

to his ideal of a self-sustaining Mormon society.
Another conclusion one might draw is that the President's
plan of colonisation was basically sound.

The bare fact that

his off-shoot communities survived is evidence of the success
of his plan. His success came about for several reasons.
First, the strong control exercised by the President over his
followers was an important factor.
ence to his instructions.

This led to strict obedi-

Secondly* the actual colonization

plans were practical and foresighted in nature. Also, the
strong constitution exhibited by many of the pioneers themselves helped to bring about success.

-8-

CHAPTER TWO
THU EARLY YEARS, 1861-1870
President Brigham Young maintained a close watch over the
infant community of St. Oeorge during the early years of 1861
to 1870. He offered many words of advice to his southern followers and they did not go unheeded.

All advice and encourage*

ment was welcome as the town faced almost &rBTj known hardship
of the day* from flood to trouble with Indians.
The Church President made his first visit of the period
in September, 1862. Prom all appearances he seemed to be in
•

good health while on this trip. He busied himself by making
a survey of the condition of the community in an attempt to
determine its needs. At several different meetings* Brigham
gave words of advice in spiritual mitters*

The St* Oeorge

Ward Records mention that he preached an excellent sermon on
the evening of September 14th and tiiat he called for the selection of a high council for "that Stake of 2ion.Ml
The visit of September, 1862, was a short one, of Just
several weeks duration.

However* the President was able to

see some of the needs of the settlement before returning to the
north.

He noticed that the community was suffering from an at-

tack of defeatism.2

This was brought on by several dishearten-

ing events. In iosm^T^ and February, 1862* the settlers had to
11 11m11111l11n1l.111w11n.il 111
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St. George Ward Records, September 14, 1862, Church
Historians Office* Salt Lake City* Utah.
^Larson, on., oit.. p. 566.
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put up with a great downpour which caused extensive flooding.
Also* in their early enthusiasm, the people of St. ®eorge had
overplanted on cotton and underplanted on c o m and faced the
prospect of a lean winter.

The intense heat of the southern

Utah summer along with the swarms of flies against which there
was no protection also added to the general feeling of despondency noticed by Young at this time.*

It was evident that some-

thing had to be done to better the spirit and condition of the
community.

The immediate solution set forth included the in-

auguration of a public works program centered around the building of a tabernacle for St. Oeorge.

Consequently, the PresiH
dent penned the following message to Elder Brastus Snow under
the date October 1, 1862.
Myself and company reached home in good health and
spirits on the 25th ult., having enjoyed a pleasant and
I trust beneficial trip.
As I have already informed you, I wish you and the
brethren to build, as speedily as possible, a good substantial, commodious* well-finished meeting house, one
large enough to comfortably seat at least 2,000 persons
and that will be not only useful but also an ornament
_
to your city and a credit to your energy and enterprise.-5
The message was presented to the people of St. Seorge in an
A
assembly held October 19th.
It was the first step in the ambitious building program the President was to set forth for St.
;e.
Brigham1 s next visit came in late spring, 1863*
»»| mnn.iiiiMmii.il u linn i iiiiiiiiiinmiiiiiii.il
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Ibid.. P. 567.
^Irastus Snow was the very energetic and popular president
of the Southern Mission, appointed directly by Brigham Young.
|Stake Records* October 19, 1862.
^Ibid.
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present at a two-day meeting which began on May 10th. The
Stake Records report that* **fh@ presence and ministry of %mu**
ident Brigham Young and accompanying brethren t t o & Salt Lake
City is

YBTJ

comforting and encouraging to us here in the

south J1* The President mentioned that he was not going to
dwell on spiritual matters because he felt the people were
united on doctrine. Rather* he would take time on temporal
2
discourses* or instruction of a practical nature*
In keeping with this proposed theme* Young offered much
advice on the needs of St. Oaorga* He said that he desired
the settlers to raise cotton* indigo, olive trees* fig trees,
and everything else possible in the mild climate of southern
Utaiu

He added that the people should not be afraid of rais-

ing too much cotton as they would find a good market waiting*
He also spoke of the expense involved in locating and building roads and offered the name of Isaac Buffin as an expa**
ienced man in this field.^
Once again* the President mentioned the nmA of a ^mp%T
meeting place t o t the people of St. George. He mentioned that
he didn't know what arrangements had been made* (probably referring to his letter of instruction of October 1, i860)* but
that he would like to see a tabernacle built* o m hundred feet
by fifty feet* and with a spire one Imsx^rmA and fifty feet
high. He also told that one end of the building should be so
«««MMWM«l»iWIWMI»»W-^iMMJllliilil il liilil|«.<i|i|iWI>i^

r.BMIMMM^MIMMMMIMWIlllllll III » l [ l l | I W ^ ^

j b i d * . May 9* 1863.

3 B | » t ^ 7 A 136>.
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constructed so that "when it shall be deemed necessary, the
house may be conveniently enlarged."*
Brigham must have realized that he had given the St.
George residents a big assignment.

He notified the presiding

officers at Cedar City and at other southern settlements that
they had a responsibility in helping to erect the new structure.2
Shortly thereafter, he left the Southern Mission for his home
in the north, having outlined a very active program for the residents of St. George.

The southern residents lost little time

in putting the program to work.

Less than a month had passed

since Young's departure when the comer stones of the St. George
Tabernacle were placed into position.

The date was June 1, 1863,

the 62nd birthday of the church leader Brigham Young.'
The annual trips made o j Brigham and his party through the
line of communities from Salt Lake City into southern Utah were
gradually becom&ig

a Mormon institution. In Salt Lake the

President would make careful preparation for the long Journey.
He would personally inspect the condition of every wagon, horse,
and mule in the party.

It is reported that he went "peering

like a well-intentioned wisard into every nook and cranny* point4
ing out a defect here and there...."
He also saw to his own
personal preparations.

"He wore a great surtout* reaching al-

most to his feet, of dark green cloth (Mahomet colort) lined
IHIIW in iiiMiiinii.ii.i»ii
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Ibid.
Shortensen, qp. cit.. p. 242.
^Stake Records, June 1, 1863.
4
Sarah Wood Kane, Twelve Mormon Homes Visited in Succession
on a Journey Through Utah to Arizona (Phi ladelphia t Wi lliam Wood *
1874), p. 5.
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with fur* a fur collar, cap* and pair of sealskin boots with
the undyed fur outward."1

He also donned what has ^ m n desm

cribed as*a hideous pair of g m m goggle*;.
As the Presidential carriage moved out of Salt Lake* a
number of similar vehicles followed with lounges associates
and relatives. One or more of his wives and children m t f often
mate the Journey, as did several of the higher officials in the
Church hierarchy.

The party would stop for a visit at virtual-

ly m * T f Mormon community while the longer stop-over for food
and sleep was generally timed for the larger settlements. The
entire membership of the party would be graciously taken into
individual homes for the night rest. The meals served to the
party of travelers have almost beoome legend. A guest once
commented on the fare given while on a stopover in Prove.
What had we for dinner? What had we not! Turkey and h m t 9
fresh salmon trout from the lake* wild duck* chicken pie,
apple fritters* wild plum-cranberry-and currant Jellies*
a profusion of vegetables % and then mince pies., .smoking
plum puddings...pears* peaches* apples, and grapes, pitchers of cream and scarcely less creamy milk, cakes, preserves, and tarts*.*5
A visit by the President of the L* B. S. Church was no
small event in a Utah town*

When hearing of the impending ar-

rival of the Church leader* each community would set aside
that day as a holiday.

The actual arrival of Young "and party"

was something to behold.

The dusty tired group was met by a

detachment of cavalry when nearing the community.

T
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were then led to the town where very often all the school Child*
Ton* in stiff white dresses and other fine attire, lined the
streets to greet their leader.1

In the larger settlements there

was always a brass band, and the people were frequently group*
ed together along the roadway with banners describing their condition*
for the aged men there was the banner "Fathers in Israel"
and for the elderly women, "Mothers in Israel". The young
men bore a banner with the device, "Befenders of 21on *
and the young women stood under the ensign "Daughters of
Mon, Virtue". The young children were desi^ated in
large letters, "The hope of Israel". Other banners proclaimed sentiments of welcome* some reading, "Hail to^
lion's Chief", and others, "God Bless Brigham Young".**
Brigham received a welcome similar to the one Just described upon his arrival in St. George in September of 1864. According to Charles L. Walker,
Brother Brigham and a number of the twelve Apostles and
others paid us a visit about the last of September and
spent three days with us and gave us some very good instruction and doctrine on our present condition, and future happiness. We had a time of rejoicing and were comforted by the rich teachings they imparted unto us.3
It was a visit designed to encourage not only the St. George
townsmen, but also the other Mormon Saints of the Southern Mission.

The St. George Stake Records tell that the President

stopped at Harmony and advised the people to survey a town to
live in rather than stay scattered on separate farms.
———mini
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M. R. Werner, Bri&ham Youn^ (Hew York: Harcourt, Brace
and Company* 1925), pp. 451-2.
2lbid.
^Charles L. Walker, "Biary", 1833-1904, p. 305. Copied by
Brigham Young University Library, 1945-46. Walker was among
the first pioneers to settle in St. George. He kept an accurate
and well-written diary which tells much of Brigham Young's
activities in the community.
4stake Heoords, September 1864.
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keeping a watchful eye on the Southern Mission.

Success of the

enterprise would fit into his larger plan.
Approximately one year later. Young once again returned to
St. George for another short visit.

It lasted Just a matter of

days, commencing on September 15* 1865. fhe President still
seemed to be in good health*

Walker reported his presence at

two parties,^ fairly reliable indication as to the spirits and
physical condition of the Church leader.
Brigham enjoyed mixing with his people at a party.

It is

well known that he did net believe in idleness. His motto was
"eight hours work, eight hours sleep* and eight hours recrea-

sheer Joy of living.^

This naturally led to an enjoyment of

social parties and dancing was pure delight.^ A typical party
hosted by the President began as early as four o'clock in the
afternoon.

The event was opened with prayer after which Young

traditionally "led off in the first cotillion with one of his
wives;"5

At eight o'clock, supper was served* very often an

enormous meal* without wine* but with many varieties of meats
and vegetables. Bancing continued after the meal and between
6
dances songs were sung or duets played.
Parties did not make up the entire program of the visit
•—"""""^fMIMIM|MIIM«MMI»liMP»W^^

Walker, op.^cit.. p. 318.
3usa Young Gates and Leah B. Widtsoe, The Life Story of
Brigham Youn^ (Mew York: The Hacmlllan Company, T55J)* p. 2B1.
2

? M i n p . 252.

5fSrSer, op.llo|1|*t p. 443*
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however.

Young gave some talks at meetings held on September

16, 1865.1

Also, before leaving for the north, he selected a

site on the west edge of the town of Washington for construction of a cotton and woolen factory.

He made arrangements for

work on the proposed building to begin at once.
At this point it must be mentioned that the President was
beginning to seriously think of spending the entire winter in
St*

George. Late in 1866, he sent word to the southern city

that he would like to winter there, but would not until the
area was linked to the north by a successful telegraph.^ It Is
important to note that the telegraph was finished on January
15, 1867.

Thereafter, the President could spend more time in

the south and still fulfill his obligations to the rest of
"Zion".

The way was paved for more frequent visits of perhaps

longer duration.
Young did not take immediate advantage of the opportunity
afforded by the telegraph however.

His next visit was another

short one designed to enable his attendance at the May Conference of the Southern Mission, held at St. George in 1867. Also*
it was not until April, 1869, that he saw fit to return again
to the south.5

Both visits were similar in that they were designed
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Walker, op. clt.. p. 318.
Stake Records, September 15, I865. Washington was a small
town* located approximately five miles to the north-east of St.
George. The Washington factory was completed by Becember of
1866 after which Young immediately furnished machinery from the
north for use in the structure. Ibid.* Becember 1866.
febjd.. Hovember 4, 1866.
S S I * . January 15» 1867.
^Walker, op. clt.. p p . 355-73.
2

to give guidance and direction to the Mormon Saints at a spring
conference.
The 1869 event proved to be a particularly fruitful meeting.

The President gave his followers much advice designed to

solve both spiritual and practical needs. He asked the people
to cooperate in raising raw materials and promised factories if
the necessary materials were grown.1

This is another example

of Young's promotion of agriculture and industry throughout the
territory.
In March and April of 1870* the President once again paid
the Southern Mission a somewhat abrupt visit. He arrived in St.
George on March 10th* and used the town as a center of operations for visiting many of the other towns in the south. On
March 26th, he visited Santa Clara, but returned to St. George
by the tfMu

Before leaving for a visit to Kanab on the 28th,

he performed the first ordination of a patriarch in the Southern
Mission.

William Grant Perkins received this honor.2

It appears

that most of the President's labors during the spring of 1870
were along spiritual Unes.

He gave this type of guidance to

many different southern Mormon communities at this time. He
then returned to his home in Salt Lake City n%m3t the middle of
April. 3
It is interesting to note that the visits became much more
i n , , . . ! iiiiii mn. ionium III in

Tin i

mini

•

m.

milmn

mi

• • • ! i,iii....i..ii.iin.iii.i..ii.iiii l «i..1

in,n

iiiiim mm iiiniini

n mm mm 1 imininii . , 1 11 iiiiiiiiiiinniiii .1. mi 1 1 ni.iiin 1 HUIIIIIII

11

Stake Eecords, May 2, 1869.
*James Godson Bleak* "Annals of the Southern Utah Mission",
Book "B", p. 37. Copied o r Brigham Young University Library* I960.
^Ibid.* p. 42.
.
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numerous at this point. Just a few months after the spring
visit of 18T0* the President was once again in St. George* arriving on September 14th.1

Wasting no time* he held meetings

the rowy next day. He spoke of his numerous travels during
the past season* declaring that the reason for the trips was
to find all available sites for the Mormon Saints to settle in. 2
Another reason for the visits was to give encouragement to those
followers who had already accepted the assignment of building a
new town. Also* he gave much practical advice which proved to
be of value to his scattered Mormon Saints*
After a visit of only several days* President Young left
for the north on September 16* I8f0.^ However, in less than
three months after his departure* he was back in St. George with
the intention of spending the winter. This is a significant
point in the Brigham Young story. It brings an ^n^L to a phase
in the history of visitation*
Some conclusions must be made concerning the early period,
of the President's activities in it. George, the first involves
the nature of the actual visits made from the time of the settlement of St. George in 1861 to the first winter irlsit in 1870.
During this time* the President made eight recorded Journeys
to the town. Two of the visits lasted for several weeks and
the remainder were of only a few days duration. Young did not
stay in the southern Utah settlement for any extended period
mi InrmonuiiiiiiirlMii, Hint

3
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I b i d . . p . 404.
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prior to the year 1870.
A second conclusion involves the actual activities he engaged in during the period.

In summing up the eight visits

it Is safe to say that speaking engagements constituted his
major activity.

He tended to coincide his arrival with the

start of a conference of the Southern Mission. He often spoke
of spiritual matters but it is significant to note that much
of his guidance was of a practical nature, designed to help the
settlers solve the many problems connected with colonisation.
He also set goals for his followers to attain. Much of his attention was focused on increased agricultural production*Hut
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Although the story of cotton production in the Southern
Mission is a separate and lengthy production* some mention of
this industry must be made. When the Civil War virtually cut
off the U. S, cotton source, the southern Utah venture took on
real meaning for the Mormons.
It has been mentioned that cotton was finally planted in
St. George on June 1, 1862. The first year's yield was 100,000
pounds of seed cotton. Some of this was made into clothing in
the region, some was sold In Salt Lake City for grain, and some
was freighted to the Missouri Elver. But* the bulk of it could
not be disposed of because of the lack of a factory. (This is
a significant factor in the history of cotton production in
Utah because the factory at Washington was not in operation until 1869. Without the factory* the "Saints" found a very limited market awaiting.)
It is reported that within eighteen months after the settlement of Washington County o j the cotton missionaries of 1861,
about 74*000 pounds of cotton were freighted last by independent
haulers and Church teams. However, after 1862 there was a decline in the cotton acreage* Many factors worked together to
cause this decline, food shortage, sickness, poor soil, and
unruly rivers were 3ust a few of the reasons.
The cotton production of 1863 was 56,094 pounds of ginned
cotton while 1864 saw a very slightly larger amount* This is
an indication that the Southern Mission was not on a sure economic footing. Plantings were heavier In 1866 than In any previous year, due to the promised completion of the factory and
the presence of better equipment. However* much of this crop
was wasted^ proved to be another failure for the south* and added to the continued decline of the southern cotton effort.
Arrington* pp. clt.. 230-3.
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his plan for a St. George Tabernacle was a project overshadowed only by a forthcoming plan for a Mormon temple to be built
in the small southern community.
Therefore* the main reasons for Young's visits during
the period center around a nee€ for guidance. He wanted to
see the Southern Mission grow and thrive. He wanted increased production in the south and hoped to see many permanent settlements established.

His health did not seem to be a factor

in causing the visits. He did not stay in St. George long
enough from 1861 to 1870 to even rest, let alone cure any ailment.

His trips were predominently aimed at giving direction

to the settlement.

•
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CHAPTEE THKEE
BRIGHT YOUIG TH'B MAiJ
•

Before we enter the next phase in the history of Brigham
Young's activities in St. George it is appropriate that a picture of the man—his physical characteristics and personal makeup—be gained.

At this time he was nearly seventy years old

and at the height of his career as the Church leader. It was
a very colorful historical figure, a fact suggested by his appearance alone.
It is reported that Young inherited some of the better
personal features of his mother's family (the Howes).

Accord-

ingly, an unwrinkled forehead, smooth cheeks* lips not unduly
compressed; all seemed to point to a quality of serenity of
mind.*

Clarissa Young Spencer, one of Brigham Young's daugh-

ters* tells of other favorable characteristics of her father.
She relates that he was very Immaculate in person and dress,
had well-shaped hands and feet, a clear white skin, and blue
eyes which radiated love and tenderness.2

She also told that

he was of medium height, rather large, with light brown curly
hair, a high brow that was broad and intelligent* a long straight nose, and a chin that denoted character and firmness.^
A slightly different impression of the Mormon leader is
1
Gates and Widtsoe, op. clt., p. 367.
^Clarissa Young Spencer with Mabel Harmer, Brigham Young
M B a y (Salt Lake City, Utah: Deseret Book, 1961), pp. 16-17.
>Ibid. Spencer's views on what is denoted by the various
physical characteristics of her father are highly Idealistic
but nevertheless of interest to this study.
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related by M. 1. Werner. He tells that Brigham was about five
feet ten inches in height, broad and thick-set, and with a
large head covered with soft auburn hair which reached to the
ear lobes in a half curl.*

Werner did not see the warm blue

in Brigham's eyes, but rather a o d d blue-grey which seemed to
give him a calm reserved look. Werner went on with his description of the President.
The left eyelid dropped slightly from the effects of neuralgia, which he suffered from frequently, and which was the
reason he kept his head covered except in his own house*
His nose was sharp, somewhat pointed, and bent slightly towards the left. His mouth was long* with tightly compressed* thin lips, which hid the imperfect teeth of his lower
Jaw* except when he was talking. He wore no moustache, but
a beard about six inches long covered his chin. When he
stood, his heavy, broad shoulders stooped slightly.2
To get a complete physical picture of the President one must
also consider his wearing apparel*

Spencer gives a good detail-

ed report on her father's clothes.

She tells that he wore a

comparatively high hat\hen outdoors, and either a green cape or
a grey shawl over his shoulders.

In the summertime he wore

light cream prunella cloth {a fine satin-like material) suits,
sack coats and trousers, with white shirt* neck cloth and a panama hat.

(It must be remembered that Young did not always

dress this well.

At this point he is at the height of his ca-

reer./
In sizing up the Mormon leader Brigham Young* one prevalent
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^Werner, op. c l t . . pp. 453-4.
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-*0ne of

Brigham Young's t a l l baton h a t s may be seen i n the
P r e s i d e n t ' s bedroom i n the Beehive House, S a l t Lake C i t y .
^Spencer* O P . c i t . . pp. 19-20.
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note concerning his character must be mentioned.

It is evident

that his religion was the dominating factor in his life*

On

Sunday there was neither work nor play In the Young home. President Young strictly observed the Sabbath and insisted that
everyone else in the household do the same. This rule even applied to the hired help.1

It Is Interesting to note that the

big dinner of the week was served on Saturday so there would be
.

cold meat left over for the Sunday meal.
unnecessary kitchen work.

This would insure no

The use of horses was avoided when

possible and even the machinery around the house was given a
day of rest.^ All in all, the day was set aside for special activities.

Everyone in the family was expected to attend all

church meetings of the day and any singing and reading had to be
of a religious nature.
Sunday did not constitute the entire religious picture for
the Young household however.

Prayers were a family affair and

Spencer once again gives an interesting account of an incident
from her memory.
Father usually discussed the topics of the 'day, and then
we would all Join in singing some familiar songs, either
old-time ballads or songs of religious nature. Finally
we would all kneel down while Father offered the evening
prayers. One distinct phrase in his prayer I shall ner&r
forget it so impressed my childish mind was—"Bless the
Church and Thy people, the sick and the afflicted and
comfort the hearts that mourn."5
Hhile toiling as the leader of his people, Young established

i
-.Ibld.. P # 183.

?TBTd.
^IbH.. p. 33.
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habits which reveal much concerning his character.

Suea Young

Gates gives an interesting report concerning some of his more
common, daily habits. It is reported that he arose early and
consumed a simple breakfast of bread, milk, a boiled egg, and
fruit, and then worked continuously throughout the day, missing
the noon meal.1

Although every moment of his day was filled*

Young never wasted time with exhausting hurry or worry, as
"either was impossible where he was concerned*"

Supper was

served at five o'clock at which time the "cooked meal" of the
day was enjoyed.

This was a happy carefree time when the Young

family relaxed in release from the day's toil.
President Young had several notable characteristics which
helped to distinguish him as a leader of his people. Many incidents can be reported concerning his insight into human nature.

Preston libley reports an interesting event which illus-

trates this quality in Brigham Young.

The story is told that

the President and libley's father arrived as traveling companions, in Logan, Utah, for a visit. As transportation was
scarce, and Young enjoyed a walk now and then, the two set out
on foot for the short Jaunt from the railway station to the
main part of the town.

Suddenly a man approached who wanted to

shake the hand of the Church President. After doing so, he bowed
excessively to Young and gave signs of great reverence. After
passing the man, the President turned to his companion and told
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Gates and Widtsoe* op. c l t . * pp* 330-1.
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him to keep his eye on "that fellow" as he was too polite. It
is reported that the polite gentleman eventually turned against
the Mormons and rejected his former faith.1
Mother quality which served Young well in his relations
with his people was his effective manner of public speaking.
It is reported that he showed more signs of a genius leader of
men when at the pulpit than at any other time.

"He was no ora-

tor* and he was not eloquentj his grammar was sometimes irregular* and his pronunciation was often faulty! but there was no
public character in the country at the time who used such vigorous and honest language to express his blunt* sincere ideas."2
Two final items concerning the Mormon leader's personal
character should be mentioned,

fhey concern his temperament.

It is said that he had a keen sense of humor* perhaps acquired
from his Scotch-Irish ancestry.^

He was never spiteful nor

sarcastic with his wit. His Jokes were good-natured and he en4
Joyed a Joke, even at his own expense*

Conversely, the Brig-

ham temper has almost become legend. Many examples of Presidential loss of temper can be given. One interesting event is
reported by Hibley.

Young upon entering his own b a m one day

was appalled to find a harness carelessly placed on the floor
1
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Preston libley* personal interview* June 10* 1963 # Church
Historians Office, Salt Lake City* Utah. Mr. libley currently
works in the L. 33. S. Church Historians Office. He has written a history of Brigham Young and has had personal contacts
with persons who knew and had dealings with the Mormon leader.
Hlbley may certainly be referred to as an authority on the life
of Brigham.
|¥emer* op. cit.« p* 4^4.
£Gates, op. oit.* p. 372.
*Ibid.. p p . 372-3.
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by one of his hired men.

Livestock had trampled the harness

and partially destroyed Its usefullness. This s s m ^ ^ the
President and he lost his temper with the workman* showing the
hard side of his personality.

After finishing his tirade* he

went into his house and entered his own bedroom, banging the
door behind him.

One of his wives* listening at the door*

heard the now repentant President talking to himself.

She re-

ported that he said, "Brigham Young, get down on your knees and
ask the Lord's forgiveness;"1

It seems that Young was aware of

some of his own personal weaknesses.
It must be remembered that along with the strengths ex*
hibited by the Church leader, many weaknesses were also present.
He did make mistakes, often very costly to himself and his followers. He had wrong ideas and often persued them beyond the
point of good Judgement. But* one should note that some of the
strengths Just mentioned helped him to successfully lead his
people through a very trying period.
It must also be remembered that Young's way of life at
this time* (1870), was a set pattern established by strong
His activity in St* George was r o r y similar to his

habit.

activity in Salt lake. He performed his duties as Church leader at all times, even while resting in the south*
•
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Hibley, personal interview* «Tune 10, 1963.
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CHAPTIH POUE
TBI BAYS OP GBOUTOMBAJCBIG, 1870-1871
St. George received a telegram on lovember 25* 1S?0* announcing that President Brigham Young, George A. Smith, Apostle Brigham Young* Junior, and others had departed from Salt
Lake City that day to winter in southern Utah*a

This is an-

other significant visit. It marks the first time that health
is mentioned as a reason for visitation and it is the first
time a complete winter visit is contemplated*

The President

was nearly seventy years old at this time, and he had been
plagued by rheumatism for years.

These are probably two of the

more important reasons he was beginning to pmt%it the mild winter of Utah's Bixie to the snow and frost of Great Salt Lake
City*

Also, his business exertions must have helped his de-

cision to seek a "temporary retirement" in St. George.

r

Charles L. Walker recorded that the Presidential party,
with wives* arrived on December 8th. He also wrote that the
President was not m r y well*^

This fact was confirmed oy a

letter written by George A. Smith of the first Presidency, the
correspondence was dated January 5* 1871* and sheds some light
on the problems experienced by the President. It reports that
excessive labor from speaking duties and traveling have h m n too
iiu».ii i iiiniiiimiiiiii n u l l u m ,
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President George Albert Smith was Brigham Young's First
Counselor during the early period of visitation to the Southern
Mission. He had directed the founding of St. George and he
figures prominently in its records.
|Bleak* op. clt.. p. 6 6 .
^Walker, op. cit.* p. 409.
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much for Brigham.

It also mentions that rheumatism was bother*

ing him and because of his various troubles, he was avoiding
public speaking engagements and attempting to relax by attending parties, dramatic programs, and other similar events.
Another letter from the same souroe* dated January 10, 1871*
gives even more information on the condition of Young.
It is clearly apparent that President Brigham Young
did not seek a temporary retirement from the pressure of
his ministry and business any too soon.
He has been confined to his room most of the time
since we arrived here. He has not spoken in public since
he came here. This is certainly in his favor* for his
continual speaking has injured his stomach and lungs.2
It was true that the President tried to refrain from speaks
ing publically during his stay in southern Utah during the winter
of 1870-71. It was not until January 21st, that he found himself well enough to give a talk.^

This was almost a month and

a half after his arrival and was rmtT unlike his normally active schedule.
Young did not enjoy complete relaxation during this period
however.

The mails and the telegraph proved a direct connection

between the President and his business and church obligations*
He would not neglect his various duties* even when ill.'

It

was on this visit that he took action on a matter which had caused him much trouble and was to continue to do so. This was the
famous, or infamous. Mountain Meadows Massacre* of September*
1857* which was perhaps the greatest single tragedy in Mormon
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and which stamped a black name on the L. D. S. Church
that was to endure for many years.1

John B. Lee* who was one

of the commanders at the actual scene of the massacre, reported late in 1870 that President Young had a desire to see Lee
pack up his goods and gather his family for a move to an
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The episode known as the Mountain Meadows Massacre involved a group of immigrants on their way from Arkansas to California*
in 1857* 2?he hapless travelers could not have chosen a worse
time to enter the Utah scene* The Mormons had ill feelings to*
ward any outsiders at this time. This was due to a number of
factors. The persecution which forced the Mormon pioneers wast
to the Salt Lake Valley is a well-known fact. Also, President
Buchanan* in late spring, 1857* decided to send an army to Utah
"to quiet the rebellion.". The Mormons declared they would fight
if an army came to their new territory. The approaching army
became a vital factor in forming attitudes among the Mormons.
So, with the stage set for trouble, the Arkansas group ar*
rived in Salt Lake and began a leisurely trip south and west*
through the chain of Mormon towns* on their way to California.
Eeports of alleged misdeeds by the party and their contempt for
Mormons proceeded the group. The immigrants reached Mountain
Meadows without a major incident however and camped in preparation for the desert ahead. It was here that a band of Indians
attacked the train.
Meanwhile, the southern Mormons were prepared for any eventuality. They had a fairly strong military organisation ready*
Imom. as the "Iron BattalionM. Isaac C. Haight at Cedar City,
and his superior military officer, William H. Dame at Parowan
were two of the most important military commanders in the south.
With the trouble starting at Mountain Meadows, it was decided to send a messenger to Salt Lake to get instructions from
Brigham Young and to send John B. Lee to the caravan to manage
the Indians. In the meantime, the Arkansas group sent three
men for help. They had the intention of getting aid from Cedar
City but were killed for their efforts* by white m&n. This seemed to prompt the decision that all of the immigrants old enough
to talk had to be "put out of the way;*1 and a detachment of the
military was sent to the scene under Major John M. Higbee.
At Mountain Meadows, Lee received orders that he was to
decoy the settlers from their stronghold and then each member
of the militia would be responsible for the dispatch of one immigrant man while the Indians would take their revenge upon the
women and children. The plan was carried out all too well* resulting in the "dispatch" of some 120 persons. This was all accomplished before the messenger from Brigham could return with
instructions.
Juanita Brooks* Mountain Meadows Massacre (Merman Oklahoma I U n U
versity of Oklahoma Press, 1962)* p p . 13-72.

out-of-the-way spot.

H e relates that the President:

Said to m e that h e would like to have m e gather m y wives,
sons and daughters around m e and settle in any of the
places we should select and start the family order, stating that I had passed through a great deal of hardship i n
my life and now he would like to see m e enjoy peace the
balance of m y days.1
The President probably had several reasons i n mind for this a c tion.

It was an awkward situation for the Church to be on

friendly terms with the man who had taken an active role i n the
Mountain Meadows affair.
The position of Brigham Young and the Church apparently
became completely untenable during that fall of 1870.
action on the Mountain Meadows question was taken.

Positive

John 25,

Lee reports on lovember 17* 1870* that: "I was also informed
that myself* I. C. Haight, and George Wood had been expelled
•i 2

from the Church, but for what cause it not stated.'.

Lee Just-

ified the action to himself by taking the position that Young
probably acted under pressure from groups which were trying to
implicate the Church President in the affair.

Lee concluded

that the action was necessary to "stop their mouths.*!-5
It i s not hard to understand that the action taken by the
Church more than upset Lee.

He soon arrived in St. George d e -

termined to talk to the President about his state of affairs.
He was received $uite warmly by Brigham Young on Becember 2 9 ,
1870.
11
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Lee asked why he had not been excommunicated earlier, at
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Robert Glass Cleland and Juanita Brooks {ed.), A Mormon
Chronicle: the Diaries of John D. Lee 1848-1876 (San Marino,
Califgmias The Huntington Library, 1955)* PP. 143-4.
^Ibid*
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the time of the crime. When Young replied that the details
had not been known until recently, Lee replied that:
The truth and the whole truth was then told to you; with
the exception of one thing and that was that I suffered
the blame to rest on me, when it whould rest on persons
whose names that has n o r e x heon brought out, and that if
any man had told to the contrary, his informant had lied
xixCG nexx.. * *
Lee went on to ask for a rehearing on the matter.

Young grant-

ed his wish and said, *I want you to be a man and not a baby; I
have no feelings against you."

A time for a new hearing was

set and Lee left the President. It was not Lee's day however
as he later received word that the authorities decided not to
have an investigation "at present".
stand at that time.

The excommunication was to

The position taken of Young was perhaps the

only reasonable course due to the great amount of agitation going on over the massacre.
The Lee affair was not the only matter Young concerned himself with during the winter of 1870-71. The President continued
to work for the building of "Zlon". He, and one of his daughters,
had hOBn working on plans for a temple to be built in St. George.
She read over and over again to him the descriptions given
In Leviticus of the Tabernacle in the wilderness and the
account of Solomon's Temple as given in I and II Chronicles
and I and II Kings. He must know Just how long was a cubit;
exactly where and how the baptismal font, called the sea of
brass, stood; and all about the formation of the brazen
oxen, upon which the font rested.^
After working out the details. Young finally presented his
idea for a temple in St. George at a council held on January 31,
* • "I' 1
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Charles Smith reports that the decision was made because

Of the considerable distance to Salt lake City, a trip which
was "attended with fatigue to aged people".*

At the mere men-

tion of a temple for St. George* an immediate cry of "Glory;
Hallelujah" came forth from President Brastus Snow and all others at the meeting seemed to share the Joy.

However, some of

the group remembered the difficulties of the past ten years and
wondered how a temple could be built in that small southern community.
n

"¥e do not need capital,". President Young told them.

¥e have the raw materials, we have the labor, we have the skill."

"¥e are far better able to build a temple here than the Saints
were In Mauvoo-"^
This was the first mention of a project that was to become one of the most important and Impressive in St. George
history.

It was also a project that was to occupy much of the

Presidents time, effort, and thought during the years to follow. However, it was not the only project pushed by the Pros-*
ident during his current visit. Smith reports that during a
meeting held on January 31* 1871, Brigham Young urged the people to finish the tabernacle during the current season.^ Young
then left St. George early in February, 1871, and the residents
1
Charles Smith, "Diary"* 1819-1905* p. 184. Copied by
Brigham Young University Library, 1945-46. Smith was another
of the early pioneers to the Southern Mission. He was called
to St. George at the General Church Conference held April 6,
1861, and maintained a fair diary while in the southern city.
2
3take Beeords, January 31, 1871. President Erastus Snow
was the very energetic and popular president of the Southern
Mission.
|Mortensen, op. clt.. p* 248.
4
Smith, op, clt.
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of the city found themselves alone with a very active building
program.'
Although the President had returned to Salt Lake City* he
did not let his followers In the south forget the plan for a
temple.

Early in April he composed a letter to Brastus Snow

giving the dimensions and description of the temple to be erected In the southern community.

He also announced that he

planned to arrive the following October to commence and direct
the work.3

It is evident that he was anxious for the project

to begin.
The President lived up to his word and shortly returned
to St. George, arriving on Hovember 1, 1871. It was expected

4
that he would spend the winter with the southern Mormon Saints.
His arrival coincided with the start of the Conference of the
Southern Mission* a fact which added considerable importance
and prestige to that event. His health still being Impaired,
the Church Leader did not Immediately speak to the assembly however*
ly.

He waited until the third day and then spoke only brief-

He mentioned that "it may appear strange to some that 1

do not talk more.'!

"I have much to say to the Latter-day Saints,

but I have preached so much, and for so many years* that I find
I must be careful." He went on to encourage the Mormon Saints
1
Stake Records* January 31, 1871.
2
It was to be built of stone, and plastered inside and out.
The length was to be 196 feet, the width, 142 feet, and the
height, 80 feet. The actual building was to rise two stories,
with a large hall in each story, and a baptismal font in the
basement.
?¥alker, op. cjLt.. p p . 418-9.
4
Ibid.
*-jmm**mmm»Mi
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on the idea of building a temple and stated* "We can finish
the temple in two years, if we have a mind to do no'A *

He set

the date for dedicating the temple site as Monday* Hovember 6*
1871.2
When the day appointed for the service turned out to be
rainy* a postponement was made to the ninth of the month.

The

rain did not dampen the enthusiasm of either Young or his southern followers however, and the newly appointed day turned out
to be beautiful.^ A notable group of Church officials gathered at the proposed temple block to dedicate and break the ground.
A hymn was offered by the choir and the dedicatory prayer was
given by George A, Smith.^

Young called for a united effort in

order to build the temple. He specifically mentioned that the
residents of St. George, Santa Clara, and Washington should combine resources and labor in the actual construction work.^
At the high point of the ceremony, Brigham took a shovel
and approached the stake driven into the southeast comer of
the building site. He said, "I now commence by moving this dirt
in the name of Israel's God." & Smith moved earth from the south
side, Brastus Snow, from the north side, and Stake President
Joseph W. Young* from the west side, and the site was officially
dedicated.'

Jm Interesting observation concerning the location

1

JBleak, op. c l t . * p . 121.
•Smith, op. c l t . * p . 188.
?Ibid.
;ibld.
gBleak, on. oit.. p. 126.
SEbid.. p. 127.
*Ibid. Joseph ¥. Young was the President of the St. George
Stake of Zlon during the early years of the history of the city.
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of the temple site was given by one of the residents of the
area, B. B. McArthur.

He mentioned that:

It is a barren spot of mineral land, but so situated
that the Temple, when built, will catch the eye of the
Visitor from any direction as soon as he reaches the
crest of the mountains which surround the valley in
which St. George is situatedJ
Soon after the dedicatory ceremony, the President left
the city to visit some of the other southern settlements. He
had returned to the St. George community however by Hovember
30th, and then settled down for his scheduled winter rest. Any
relaxation was short-lived though. He Immediately left for
Great Salt Lake City, after hearing that the case being prosecuted against him by Justice James B* McKean was set for January 8, 1872. He departed from St. George on Becember 18* 1871*
traveled over three hundred and fifty miles in mid-winter* and
delivered himself into custody Just three days later, on $eco
ember 21st. He remained in Salt Lake during the remainder of
the winter season and because of the trial had little to do
with affairs in southern Utah during that period.
In summing up the visits between November 1870, and January 1871, it is interesting to note that two new reasons for
visitation have entered the picture.

Pirst, the President's

failing health definitely becomes a major reason for the trips
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Preston Hlbley, Brigham Young the Man and His Work (Salt
Lake City: Beseret lews Press, 1936), p. 475.
2Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Utah (San Francisco J the
History Company Publisheres, 1889)* |. 664. The circumstances
of the trial involved Justice Mclean's attempts to prosecute
Young on a charge of lascivious cohabitation. The Judge had
earlier said, "while the case at bar is called the people versus Brigham Young, its other and real title is federal authority versus polyganlc theocracy'.' Ibid., p. 663.
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which turn into winter visits* of several months duration*
The second new reason centers around the building of the St.
George Temple* a project which became more Important as time
passed.

It tied in with the health problem in causing the

President to find a winter home in the south.

<*o6—

-

•

OHAPfsa f i m
TEE BAHTS A M CHA8TISSB* 1872-1873
Having disposed of his business in Salt lake City, President Young returned to St. George on Becember 23* 1872, a
rather cold day according to Walker.1

He attended a two-day

meeting held on Becember 28th and 29th, in the unfinished tabernacle building, in Interesting incident oocured when Brigham first observed the interior of the structure. He had a
difference of opinion with the architect. Miles lomney, as to
the height of the gallery.

The President thought it was too

high and his Judgement was honored, "though it entailed considerable work."a

I

Again* poor health seemed to be the major reason for the
visit*

This was brought out in talks given by Young during the

meetings Just mentioned.

He asked for the careful attention

of his followers and called for their faith that his speaking
powers would be strengthened.
He said he had not come here to preach nor to visit from
house to house, but more especially to enjoy a milder
climate and to withdraw from the much talking and business cares to which he was subjected in the north.^
It is tuite evident that the President was in need of a tost
at this time.
It is worthwhile to note that Young did not miss the chance
to give instruction to his people, even though he was feeling
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^Walker* on. c l t . . p . 453.
^Bradshaw, OP* c l t . * p . 330.
^Bleak, on. c i t . * p . 152.
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poorly.

He gave some instruction on certain religious matters

and then mentioned the factory at Washington.

He wanted the

people of the south to sustain the factory by raising wool
and cotton and by sending girls there to learn to spin, weave,
color, and dress cloth.1
Being much improved by late January of 1873, Young engaged
in several lengthy talks to his people. From some of these, it
appears that the President was very upset with his brethren in
the community.

In several of his meetings he declared that

there was a lack of cooperation and unity among the people.
This was Illustrated by a lengthy talk given on January 18th*
He noted a lack of willingness to sustain the factory at Washington by growing cotton and producing wool.
Mormon settlers become self-sustaining.

He urged that the

Also, he deplored the

fact that many of the people were following the fashions of the
world,2
In following the same line of verbal chastisement, the
Mormon leader said on January 25th, that "he m r o r saw a community of the Latter-day Saints who manifest less confidence
in their leaders than do this r o r j people of St* George*"^ He
was probably referring to an episode concerning the temple site*
Some of the temple workers had mentioned that perhaps the site
first chosen was not the best location for the temple. This
came about when several difficulties of construction were encountered.
•nilliiiiiili.u.iiULinuui.
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further down it became wet and soft*

It seemed Illogical that

it would hold a structure as large as the proposed temple.
But Young countered the complaints with a call for greater unity among his Saints and set forth as a text, the words of the
Savior, "Bxcept ye are one, ye are not mine."
The tirade continued on February 15th, as the President
brought out several more problems he had found in the community.

He specifically mentioned that the children of St. George

were becoming very heedless and disobedient. Also, certain
members of the town were indulging in card playing, reading of
2
novels, and drinking of wine.

In speaking of the temple pro-

ject, he emphasized that the proper location for the structure
had been decided upon by himself and the Lord.

He was well

3
satisfied that the place first selected was the p r o p o r location.

He gave some advice on the building of the foundation which was
recorded of James G. Bleak, historian for the Southern Mission.
Said the plan on which he would have a good foundation
built, Is to dig trenches, fill them with small volcanic
rock and pound it down with a cast iron hammer, or
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Bleak* OP*^git., p. 169*
^Ibid.. p. 180. It is to be noted that Brigham did not
want the "Saints" to consume the wine themselves* although he
gave no forceful objection to use of the beverage in moderation.
This was probably due to the fact that the wine industry was an
important one to the Southern Mission because fruit grew well
in the Virgin Elver Basin. The Church leader could see in dried
fruit and wine valuable trade items which might help to boost
the southern economy. Also* Young had the intention of using
the wine for the Sacrament in the various settlements of the
church each Sunday and selling the surplus to the gentiles. It
should be remembered that the President believed firmly that a
man who "got drunk should be excommunicated along with the man
who sold him the wine." Larson, op. clt.. p. 347*
3Bleak, op. clt.. p. 181.
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commonly called, piledriver, weighing about from 2,000
to 2,400 pounds. Said that there would be no fear of
side pressure as rook wedges would be driven in adequate to, and more so, than the weight of the wall to
be erected on the top of this foundation.*
Indeed, the workers did use a pile driver and its origin is of
interest to this study.

A small cannon was scoured in Califor-

nia and brought to St. George oy Jesse W. Crosby during the
I860,s.

Here, it was used for a time by a local field artil-

lery company.

When the time came to pound down the temple

foundation* the barrel of the field piece was filled with lead
and encased in heavy ash timbers held tight with iron bands.
A ring was placed in the mo\ of the muscle and a piledriver was

President Young did not spend all of his speaking time
calling attention to deficiencies of the community.

He went

to great pains to give advice on spiritual matters. He also
set forth solutions to several practical problems of the town*
He told the people to avoid digging cellars for their homes
because of water underneath the ground.

He advised them to con-

struct the cellars on top of the ground.

Also* he called fot

the residents of the south to put in their grain and to get
the land ready for other crops* especially cotton.
One additional point concerning Youngfs activities in St.
On

George during the winter of 1872-73 should be mentioned.

January 2, 1873* ho attended a meeting held for the purpose of
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organising a livestock company*

The new company was named the

Winsor Castle Stock Growing Company and the President was
elected president of the board of directors. He also became
l
one of the two main stockholders in the organisation.
Young left St. George on February 17, 1873. and was not
to return until the following winter.

However, he did not for-

get the southern city during the summer.

In August, 1873* he

sent out a call for one hundred mm to fit themselves out and
go to work on the St. George Temple.
The winter visit of 1872-73§ just completed, was an important one to this study, because four different reasons for the
presence of the Church leader in St* George can be brought out.
First, his health was a very important factor.

Second, the

building of the temple was becoming ever more important. Third*
actual guidance of the southern Saints* both from a spiritual
standpoint, and from a worldly standpoint, is an issue* Last*
caring for personal pxopoxty now becomes more important than
before•

Bleak, ojvolt., p. 161.
talker, O P . clt.* p. 478.
•
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•

.

.

.

-

A mmm $mm FOE ST. a-mm®, 1073-1874
President Young returned to his southern habitat in late
fall, 1873. Bleak reports that the Presidential party left
Salt lake on Hovember 28th, and "held numerous meetings at the
settlements en route*.'"' Young arrived on Monday* Becember
15th* and immediately moved into his new house, even though it
was not completely finished.

Later, he had an office built

a short distance east of the home, where he cared for all business matters which required attention during his residences
in Dixie.3
Brigham1s house was originally built by James A. Ohsiney
and sold to the Church leader in 1870. The remaining worfe on
the structure was completed Just before the President moved
in.^

Although the St. George structure was not as ornate as

its Salt lake counterpart, it was still a very commonable
pioneer establishment.

It was two stories hi#i* of soHi adobe

and native pine construction.

The old style square nails may

still be seen holding the woodwork together. All of the wood
had to be fashioned by hand planes and other similar pioneer

•-—i

"r

Bleak, O P . clt.. p. 199.
*=Young*s winter home stands today, and is currently used as
a tourist attraction. Several years ago it became the property
of the Utah State Park and Kecreation Commission and has now been
restored to its former beauty. The house Is located on Lot #5?
Block 30, Plat A, St. George City Survey. (Taken from records of
survey found in the Washington County Courthouse at St* George.)
^Daughters of the Utah Pioneers. Inscription on monument in
front .of Brigham1 s winter home in St. George.
^Dorothy 0. Eea, "Restoration Hears Finish"* Be.seret lews*
(Salt Lake City), March 26, 1963, p. B-l.
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tools.

Inside, the high-cellinged rooms were well-lighted with

Amp casement windows.

The house abounded in well-made fire-

places in which "cheerful pine fires" played in the day of Brigham Young.1

The decor was in keeping with the Young love for

fine, well-built furniture and like his Salt Lake home, the St.
George structure proudly displayed "store carpets" in its parlors.
Brigham1 s activities during the winter of 1873-74 were
interesting and noteworthy.

The temple project assumed much

importance. At the Sunday meeting immediately after his arrivH
al, he once again spoke of the building of the new structure,
a forecast of things to oome during the visit.
The oneway of the President seemed to be unlimited during
his stay*

On January 3, 1874* he was present at the annual

meeting of the Ifinsor Castle Stock Growing Company, at which a
3
new president of the board of directors was chosen.
On the
11th, he attended a regular Sunday meeting and gave the most
extensive word to that date on the building of the temple. That
project was assuming more and more importance to Young as time
passed.

He said:

To me all labors are spiritual work. I wish to see the
people of the south as generous in their efforts to build
the St* George Temple as those are who have come from the
north to assist in this work* that is, work for nothing
and board themselves* have the rock* clay, sand, lime*
etc., iicm of charge, so that when the temple is finished*
a heavy debt may not be upon the people of the south...4
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At nearly every speaking engagement during that winter,
Brigham spoke of th* temple projeot.*

During the meeting on

Saturday, February 14th, he mentioned that he wished to see
the temple roof finished the following winter. He also hoped
that the font would be ready for ceremonial purposes by that
time*

On the evening of the 14th he attended a special meet-

ing held in honor of the volunteer workers from the north.
The Stake Records report that he gave the northern volunteers
a special blessing.2

This was probably an attempt to encour-

age more participation from the southern workers*

Buring the

afternoon meeting, on February 15th, he called for more masons
and for the brethren of St.,.George and other places to furnish
one hundred men to attend the masons in working on the temple*^
Although the President spent much of his speaking time on
the temple project, he did not forget the spiritual and physical condition of St. George. A good example came on January
12* 1874, at a meeting of the Southern Mission, which convened
at the St. George Tabernacle.

Many helpful suggestions were

offered hy Brigham in an attempt to Improve the physical plant

—i
He gave the Saints encouragement on building the temple
on February 1st, 14th, and 15th, and again on April 5th* 1874*
XMJUJL February 1, 14, 15* April 5. iB74.
glbld.. February 14, 1874.
£XbI?.. February 15, 1874.
4
Ibld.. January 12, 1874. Although meetings were being
held In the Tabernacle, the building was not yet completed. It
was a long time In construction. The first meetings were held
in the building as early as March 20, 1869. On Becember 29*
1871* the last stone in the tower was laid. During 1872 or
1873 the clock and bell were installed in the tower. However*
it was not until 1875 that the interior of the St. George
Tabernacle was finished. Larson, op. cit«» pp. 569-75*

of the city.

He was concerned with the loss of Irrigation

water because of soakage and evaporation and mentioned that
the problem might be solved by the use of wooden boxes to lead
water to the lots.

He also mentioned that pipes could be con-

structed from clay deposits in the neighborhood. *
A very Important principle was brought to the Southern
Mission by the Church President during the Spring of 1874. He
had decided to organise the southern effort, and especially the
city of St. George* into a cooperative enterprise known as the
United Order.2 It is significant that Young chose St. George
as the looation to begin the Order of Enoch.

There were sever-

al reasons for his choice. First, St. George was the new winter home of the President and he was to direct the affairs of
the Church from this location.5

Also, few people in Dixie had*

at this time, amassed wealthi what had been accomplished so
far was through cooperation rather than oy individual effort*^
The near poverty of most of the St. George residents made it
an ideal place to pool for the common good. Men of wealth very
often find it extremely hard to surrender their property to
common control. In southern Utah, the United Order would be
starting from scratch, a factor which would give the effort
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Stake Hecords* January 12* 1874*
^The United Order of Saooh was a cooperative plan involving a pooling of resources and labor Into one united effort in
an attempt to bring prosperity to the community as a whole. Of
course, any well-to-do people are required to relinquish their
worldly possessions for the good of the entire community. It
is easy to see that such a plan would give quite a boost to the
temple project.

fLarson,
op, c l t . . p . 290.
4
I b l d . . p . 291.
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a solid footing*
Young freely spoke of organizing labor and individual interests, on January 26th, at a party held at Srastus Snow's
house in St. George.* During the months of February and
March* he went ahead with his plan* mxo\ brought many of the
southern Utah communities into the Order. A set pattern of organisation was followed in all of the wards organised at this
time. The presidency was invariably the bishopric and the secretary was the ward clerk. The organisation also included a
treasurer, a board of directors, and appraisers to valuate properties turned into the common pool. There was a superintendent of all activities, and a foreman supervising each individual industry such as farming, dairying* tannins, and any other
project Included in the plan. 2
On March 26, 1874, the Preamble and Articles of Agreement
of the United Order of the City of St. George were recorded.
This document was roughly 1800 words long, consisting of a
fairly long preamble and eighteen articles.^ The preamble gave
the reasons for establishing the Order with the opening statement reasoning that the spirit and signs of the times and past
experiences necessitated "a closer union and combination of
our labor for the promotion of our common welfare."5 The pre~
amble also talked of the poor relations between capital and
jii>Miiijirir.iWiiiiVliuiiil«liliiii.iii|iiiiilii;.iiiii>

.mmii

1.1.1,111

1 •• 1.

I . J . I I .- ..—i.«i.•nii.-.juni.m.i..^*.i .n...i.^.1 nimn,..ni«mn-,j-.••, r »iM>wi • .1

.• 1:jjirir^r>IIgM mii.-Jiii-|3WK^»f

Stake Records, January 26, 1874.
^Larson* on. clt.. p. 293*
3stake Records, March 26, 1874.
^Larson,
on,,*, fM*
5
Ibld.
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labor, the wasteful practices which paralyse industry* and the
resulting precarious condition of existence.1

Some of Brigham

Young's personal views on how the Mormons could succeed were
also a part of the Preamble.
It stated that to win God*s approval m m must be "friends
and helpers of each other in a common bond of brotherhood",
and to attain this happy state men must be self-sustaining—encouraging home manufacture, producing cotton* wool*
and other raw materials; and not only to supply our own
wants ... but also ... for exportations* and by these
means, "create a fund for a sure basis upon which to do all
our business. "2
Article two set forth the objectives of the Order as "to
carry on a general business of farming, manufacturing, merchandising* fruit-growing* stock-raising, dairying, and as many
other persuits as will tend to the material prosperity of the
Order. "^ Article twelve called for a pledge from the member©
of the organ! zation.

Those Joining were to agree to give the

Order all of their time* labor, energy, and ability, and such
pvopoxty to the common pool as deemed necessary by the Board
of Management.^ It can be easily understood that the document
was designed to bring one big cooperative effort to the south.
The President certainly hoped that the Order would give new
vitality to the southern communities so they might survive*
gain a firm footing, and perform their assigned role in bringing about his plan of a "21on"
Young had every hope that the Order would take hold in

* * p. 2p#»
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the south and spread to the rest of the territory* and with
this in mind* he spent much effort trying to insure success.!
He* and his counselor George A. Smith, sent out a circular designed to educate the people on how to operate under the plan.
It gave directions covering all phases of Ordo* business*
Proper methods of preparing fruit for the market, preparation
of a unlfotm wine product of high quality* proper care of alfalfa and straw* and stress on good quality home manufacture
were all points stressed in the informative circular*a

It did

much to orient the southern people concerning their role in
helping the plan to succeed.
The cuajdnating activity of the visit of 1873-74, was a
3-

dedlcation ceremony held at the temple site on April 1st*

It

was an exciting event to the President and his followers, and
one of no small interest to the historian. On the appointed
day, a large crowd gathered at the temple site. Some of the
notables present included the President, George A. Smith* Miles
P. Eomney*^and Bdward L. ?arry.5
The purpose of the event was to place a box in the southeast comer o i the main wall of the temple.^ The box contained
«w«Wl<>»«».»l»l»l*y«WW»^^

Uli«liiri>|iiii»».i|»^

The Order did not last even with the efforts of its leaders and President Young. Larson believes that one major reason
for its early failure was the provision that an individual could
turn In whatever part of his property he desired, while there
was nothing to force all individual property into the scheme.
glbid.
Jstake Eecords, April 1* I8f4.
^Assistant architect for the temple building project.
5stake Eecords, April l t 1874. Idward L. M x r y was the
chief6jaason of the St. George Temple*
Ibid.
"

- * • ' • • : ! * • ' • • •

many interesting items* principally records and publications
of the Churoh of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints*

One of the

more important items was a silver plate, five and one half inches by ten and one quarter inches, on which was engraved a
short history of the Church* and the names of President Young
and many other notables of the Church at that time J

The plate

also had the date of the dedication of the St. George Temple
block, {Hovember 9$ 1871), and the name of the engraver, B a v W
McKensie.2 Included with the silver plate were a number of
pertinent books, papers* and manuscripts such as the Bible* and
the Doctrine and Covenants. Another interesting item was an
abstract of the History of Southern Utah, by James G. Bleak.
Brigham looked the box personally* and at twelve o'clock noon*
he offered the dedicatory prayer.^
At a final meeting^on April 5th, the President gave a last
word to his Saints in St. George* emphasising the importance of
home manufacture, of keeping faith, and of working on the tern*
fle.^ The next day his party left southern Utah for the return trip to Great Salt lak« City.
One significant point concerning the winter visit Just
completed should be noted.
-i. 111111.1111 i.ii.riiii-ji.iiiii-riTfiiiiiiri.-..ii.iii»iitiiiiiiiniiiicii.!i.iiii.iii..iii<.»ii«iiii>i.iiii
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.B interesting to note that the President considered
his southern activities Important enough to miss the 44th Annual Conference of the Church which convened at Salt Lake City
on April 6, 1874. Orson f. Whitney* History of Utah* Y d II
(Salt Lake City: George Q. Cannon and Sons, 1893), P* $39*
Sstake Eecords, April 5* 1874.

was feeling better than before. This is evidenced by his increased activity. He visited several parties during his stay,
meeting with a small group at Brastus Snow's house on January
26th, and attending a similar event in the basement of the
tabernacle on February 14th*

ii

ilium in n i — > ! i

lujiiuiinnii —tmmmmwnnii iiiiiiiiiiiiniiiniiiinii i mm nm mn u iinimiiini. n

-50-

i • milium

• « » * «

ni n — —

a,

.uuiiiiin mmmmmmmmmmmm

POOR HBALTH ¥1ESUS THS T2HPL1 PEOJEOT* 1874-1876
Before returning to St. George for the winter visit of
1874-75, the President again called for aid from the north for
the building of the St. George Temple. In August* 1874* he
issued a circular asking some four hundred men to assist in the
southern community from October 1st to April 1st.*
Brigham Young himself arrived in St. George on November
11* 1874, and it soon became evident that he was in poor health
once again. He was interested in the progress made on the temple however* as reported by Charles L. Walker.
The President's health is poor owing to rheumatism yet he
feels well in spirit* and comes down to see us once in a
while at the temple* and is very much interested in the
erection of the temple and is using o m x y means in his
power to push the work forward.2
Young's poor health was also evidenced by the fact that George
A. Smith immediately took over all of the speaking assignments
usually shared by Brigham.

During the first few weeks after

the arrival of the Presidential party. Smith made numerous talks
on the importance of speed on the temple project and also gave
advice concerning the actual construction.^
The absence of the President was conspicuous on Christmas
Day, 1874* at the meeting held in the basement of the St. George
tabernacle. However, he sent a greeting and blessing to his
followers through Smith, who called for continuation of the
'
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Ibid.. August* 1874.
|Walker, OP* cit.. p. 500.
^Stake Eecords, Hovember 11, 1874, December 25* 1874.
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prayers and faith of the people that the President's health
might Improve.

The following commentary is recorded in the

St. George Stake Eecords?
•

The speaker, warmly and most earnestly exhorted the
people to energetically prosecute the work on the St.
George Temple, so that President Young and the Twelve
may have the opportunity of going therein to communicate the keys of knowledge and power which the Prophet Joseph had conferred upon them, and which can only be
conferred on others in a temple.2
On Sunday* January 10, 1875* the first personal communication from Brigham Young, a letter, was read to the St. George
populace at a meeting held in the tabernacle.-5

The President

apologised for his inability to speak before the group, le
mentioned his pleasure with the progress made on the temple
and announced plans for George A. Smith and himself to leave
for Salt Lake City about February 10th to secure certain materials needed for the project. He specifically told of the
nooo\ of material for the roof of the structure, along with
nails, glass, putty, white-lead, paints, oil, varnish, brushes,
and other finishing materials. He also talked of bringing a
baptismal font from the north for use in the temple.^
Young was finally able to speak in a meeting on January
24, 1875*

He touched on certain religious subjects and again

«IM»»ll|P»«>»«>WIWM*lrt<l^^

IMd., December 25* 1874.
|lold.. January 10, 1875.
4
As reported oy talker, the President visited the temple
site vowy often to note the day-by-day progress made. These
walks did not seem to have a detrimental effect upon his general condition.
'Stake Eecords, January 10, 1875.
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asked for much diligence in connection with the temple. * On
the following Sunday he found enough strength to speak for a
full fifty minutes, Mto the great Joy and satisfaction of
those presents 2

Walker reported that he spoke in a clear and

strong manner as he had done twenty years before.^ Young's
apparent recovery cheered many southern Mormons and he was perhaps considerably recovered by February 10, 1875, when he left
for Great Salt Lake City, as previously planned.^ He left feeling pleased with the progress made on the temple up to that
point* as illustrated by a letter written to his son at West
Point Hew York, dated February 6, 1875*

In part it read:

I have watched the progress of the temple in this city
with much interest the past winter. The weather has
noon beautiful and the work has been continued almost
without interruption. About 250 men are engaged on the
walls and in quarrying and cutting rock. Under the concentration of this labor and that of teams* teamsters
and lime burners, the building is growing at the rate
of about two and one half feet per week. The walls are
56 feet above the grade at the present time* and 80 out
of the 93 arches in the building have boon completed.3
Before the President could return to St. George a most unfortunate event occured.
passed away.

On September 1, George Albert Smith

The St. George Stake Eecords report that*

For 25 years he took especial Interest in the settlement
and development of Southern Utah. In October, 1861, at
the time of calling 300 families to leave their homes in
the north and to strengthen and increase the settlements
south of the rim of the basin our beloved President Brigham Young saids that a city was to be built north of the
1
Ibid,., January 24* 1875.

SBfr

3Walker, on. cit.* p. 508.
jstake Eecords, February 10* 1875.
^Ibld., February 6, 1875.
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Junction of the Eio Virgin and Santa Clara, and that,
out of respect to George A. Smith, the pioneer of the
south, the new city should be named St. George.'*
The untimely death of Smith was perhaps one reason for the delayed visit of the President during the winter season of 187576. 2

He failed to make an appearance until May 9* 1876, and

so missed spending the cold winter months in the mild southern
climate.^
The President's arrival came in time for the start of the
Conference of the Southern Mission once again, and the meetings
began on May 12, 1876. He spoke on a number of different matters, giving much spiritual advice and then expressing once
again his satisfaction with the progress made on the temple.
He made it known that he wished to have the building completed
by the following April so the Annual Conference of the Church
might be held within its walls.5

icung also mentioned that

jlbid.. September 1. 1875.
Another reason for the delay might have been because of
the visit of the President of the United States, U. S. Grant,
to Salt Lake City late in the year 1875• This was an important visit, one which caused an uproar in Salt Lake. The Mormons wanted to leave a good impression with the dignitary and
he was received royally by Young and his people. It was reportedly a time for rejoicing. Ifhitney, op. clt.» p. 774.
3stake Records, May 9, 1876.
^An Interesting report by the chief mason on the St. George
Temple is recorded in the Stake Eecords under the date February
8, 1876. It is located on Block 27, Plat B, of St. George City
Survey. The style of the building is modern gothio. Its length
is 141 feet 8 inches, width is 93 feet 4 inches, and height
84 feet to the top of the parapet. Rock used for the foundation tion is volcanic, and for the upper part of the structure,
red sandstone. This is an estimated seventeen thousand ton
total of rock used. One million feet of lumber was also utilized. The foundation, constructed as per Brigham's instructions
has a depth of 10 feet and a width of 12 feet in which small
volcanic rook was pounded. On this footing were laid large flat
volcanic rooks with a weight of several thousand pounds each.
5stake Eecords, May 12, 1876.
2
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he was against the folly of the present fashions and even went
so far as to call them indecent.
The current visit by the Church leader was limited to
Just over one month during that spring of 107^* However, he
did spend his birthday with the southern pmplo%mx& seemed to
be pleased with the festivities offered oy the St. George citizens to commemorate the day.^5 Before leaving, he also attended
a meeting of June 11th, and spoke on several different subjects.
He asked for much labor on the temple and intending to return
In the fall, left for Salt Lake City on June 12th.
Two main factors stand out in the study of Young's activities during the period of Hovember 1874, to June 1876. The
poor health experienced by the President was a distinctive
feature and his ever increasing insistence that the work on the
temple be pushed became more and more important*
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Walker, op. clt.* p. 539.
The Brigham Young birthday came on June 1st at which time
he turned
seventy-five.
3
H

IMd., p. 545.
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CHAPTEE BIGHT
OUIMIHATIOH OF THE SOUTHBEH BFFOET, 1876-1877
•

•

Brigham Young arrived in St. George on lovember 9i 1876,1
for a long and eventful visit, his last to the southern community.
The day following his arrival. Young took time out to
visit every part of the temple building.

Walker, working in

the basement of the structure, reported that the President looked well and "seems in better health than he did last winter."2
This forecast was not to hold true however* and J. D. T. McAllister reported that Brigham was ill almost all of December
and into January.
The President found enough Vitality to speak at several
Sunday meetings after his arrival, however. Bven when ill he
did not fail to communicate to his followers. He was happy
over the state of completion of the temple and proud of the fact
that the entire structure, including the furnishings, was to be
a home enterprise.

Late in I876 he reported?

Prove factory is making upwards of a thousand yards of
beautiful light-colored carpet for the building. Washington factory is busily en^-bOd in making some, and the
sisters of the southern settlements are busy making rag
carpets for the hallways. Fringe Is being made out of
Utah-produced silk for the alters and pulpits.4
On Hew Years Day, 18771 President Brigham Young was able
1 II 11 iniiliti.liil.il iii» Miiiiiiiiiii|i,iiliirip|iiii|iii.iiii > i,..»ir B iin

Ibid.* p. 552.

Sffiu. P- 553.
3TTS. T. McAllister, "Diary", 1871-1881, Vol III, p p .
199-208. Copied oy Brigham Young University Library, 1958.
4Mortensen, o p . clt., p p . 252-3.
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to dedicate part of the first templeHo be erected in Utah.2
It turned out to be a very interesting ceremony.

Wilford

Woodruff offered a dedicatory prayer in the basement and
Srastus Snow did the same on the main floor above the font
room*5

Young was still in poor health and had to be carried

from room to room in a chair supported hy two men.

He manag-

ed to give his thoughts concerning the occasion however, and
before the service ended he stood and spoke in his characteristic manner. He told of building temples at Kirtland and at
Hauvoo and of being driven from them hy ruthless mobs.

He

went on to says
How we have a temple which will be completely finished
in a few days I want the tongue of seven thunders to
awaken the people to action. They can now come here, J
do the work for the dead and bid the prisoners go tree.4
He mildly chlded some of his followers saying that "Many of the
Saints are still glued to this earth and lusting and longing
after the things of the world, in which there is no profit."^

1

^

-

Some mention should be made of those who had charge of
the erection of the Temple. Truman 0. Angell, Church Architect,
drew the plans of the Bnglish Herman structure, and Miles
Homney was general superintendent of its construction. Bdward
Lloyd Parry supervised the stone cutting and mason work, George
Jarvis, (a British sailor), the scaffolding, Archibald MoHell
the rock-quarrying, Ml 111am Burt and his sons the plaster parls
decoration and plastering* and Eobert Gardner the lumbering
operations at Mount Trumbull. Alexander F. McDonald dispensed
the working materials at the Tithing Office and John 0. Angus
was the timekeeper. The art work in the Temple, including the
very fine painting of the QBT^LOU of M o n Eoom, was the work of
three prominent Utah artists, Dan Weggeland, 0. A. Christensen,
and Samuel Jepperson. Larson, op. clt., pp. 589-90,

|Whitney* op. c l t . . p . 842.
^McAllister, op. c l t . * p . 206.
^Bradshaw* op. c l t . « p . 342.
&B. W, Bvans ( e d . ) , j
.al of i i
(Liverpool: Joseph F. I
m f l T * p . 304.

;f
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After dedicating a portion of the temple, Young spent
much of his time during January, February, and March of 1877
performing religious functions within the structure.

He wit-

nessed the first baptism in the temple on January 9th, but was
forced to do so with the aid of a crutch. He made appointments to fill many of the temple offices during that period
and gave directions to his Saints concerning temple workJ
In March of 1877* the John B. Lee affair was brought to
a conclusion while the President was in St. George.

Lee was

executed by a firing squad at the site of the Mountain Meadows Massacre, on the 23rd of the month.

Au interesting ac-

count illustrating Brigham Young's concern over the matter Is
related by Preston Hibley.

He reports that Brigham called two

of the young men of the community to his home the night before
the scheduled execution. He took them into his bedroom and
closed the door to insure secrecy.

He gave the two young men

Instructions to dress as cowboys, ride all night, and witness
everything that occurs at Mountain Meadows the next day.

fol-

lowing the President's instructions, the two arrived at their
destination in the morning.

They observed a number of tents

around and saw a group of people.

They rode as close to the

scene as possible and remained In the saddle, watching the
drama unfold.

They saw John B. Lee as he was led to the edge

11
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Werner, op. clt.. p. 417*
<£bld. * p. 411. Lee was tried for murder In July of 1875
but a conviction could not be attained due to lack of agreement in the Jury. In September, 1876, he was once again brought
to trial and this time was convicted. He was sentenced to be
shot at the scene of the massacre. Ibid.
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of his coffin and an object pinned over his heart.

They heard

the condemned man insist that he didn't want his body mangled
and that the marksmen should aim straight at his heart. They
watched as the order to fire was given Just as the morning
light was bathing the area.

They silently turned and rode back

to St. George, arriving about dark.

Brigham Young anxiously

awaited their arrival and once again led them to the locked bedroom.

Here, he listened carefully to every detail of the execu-

tion.

In this way the President gained first-hand information

concerning the affair.*
The shots which rang out that morning In early spring,
1877, brought to a conclusion one of the most abhorrent episodes
in Mormon history.

It is interesting to note that John B. Lee,

even though bitter toward Brigham Young when the ma\ neared, did
not try to Implicate the Mormon leader for a share of the responsibility.
The high point of the President's last visit to St. George
came on April 6, 1877» when the Annual General Conference of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints convened in the
newly completed St. George Temple.2

The President spoke ex-

tensively during the meetings. He opened the conference on the
first day by giving the following message*
I would like to say a great deal during this Conference
to the Latter-day Saints but I shall be able to talk but
little and therefore* when I do speak I wish you to listen, and this I believe all of you Will do.3
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Preston Mlbley, personal interview* i m o 10* 1 9 6 %
|3take Eecords, April 6, 1877.
divans, 0 0 . oit.* p. 353.
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He referred to his health in concluding the talk.
As to my health* I feel many times that I could not live
an hour longer, but I mean to live Just as long as I can.
I know not how soon the messenger will call for me* but
I calculate to die in the harness.'
Young went on, later in the conference, to talk on several other different subjects. He spoke in favor of the United
Order and mentioned again the importance of home manufacture
-

by the Mormon Saints*
¥e can ourselves produce everything necessary for our
consumption, our wear* our convenience and comfort*
right here at home. The material of which these cushions were made which adorn the pulpits, were produced
here.2
At a concluding Sunday meeting in St. George on April 15th*
the President seemed to think the Saints deserved congratulations on their work.
five months.14

He said, "I have horn with you more than

"I have this to say to those present and those

of this stake of Zlon, you have done an excellent work."5

The

next day he left the small southern community for the last
time and started the return trip to Great Salt Lake City.^
On August 29, 1877 # Charles L. Walker made the following
report in his diary.
This afternoon a telegram came from Salt Lake City announcing the death of our much beloved President Brigham Young at 4 o'clock which spread a gloom over the
entire city. Stores were closed and business suspended and all are wrapt in grief.5
However, the President had lived to see the fruits of his efforts
1
.. p. 357.
., p. 355.
:e Eecords, April 15* 1877«
4¥alker, O P . clt.. p. 599.
5lbid.
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in St. George, during that spring of 1877. He lived to see
his city with "spires, towers, and steeples" rise in south-
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by
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ABSTRACT
Brigham Young, second President of the "Mormon" Church,
and first governor of the Utah territory, is well known as a
colonizer. He led a well-planned colonization effort, aimed
at producing a self-sustaining and independent inland Mormon
empire.
With this in mind as a plan of action, Young brought about
a rapid growth of "2ion".

In the I350*s a "Southern Mission"

in Utah was established, resulting in the settlement of several southern towns, including Cedar City, Harmony, Santa
Clara, and Washington.

In an attempt to raise cotton in Utah,

Young strengthened the south with additional settlers in 1861,
and on Hovember 25th, St. George was settled.
Buring the early years, 1861-1870, the new St. George settlement experienced great hardship.

Young directed the commun-

ity during the period through a series of eight visits of short
duration.

He instituted a public work program centered around

the construction of a tabernacle and designed to put the town
on its feet. The comer stones for the structure were placed
into position June 1, 1863. A cotton and woolen factory was
also established during this period under Young's direction.
At this time, (1870), Brigham was at the height of his
career.

He dressed well and exhibited traits which distinguish-

ed him as a leader of the Mormons. He was hard-working, had an
ability to understand human nature, and was a forceful public
speaker.
With the completion of a telegraph line linking St. George

•

with the north. Young began making more frequent visits of
longer duration.

His first complete winter stay In the south

began late in the year 1870. He was in poor health, a factor
which assumed more importance as time passed.

Two Important

events occurred at this time. John B. Lee was excommunicated
from the Church and Young announced tha"| a temple was to be
built in St. George. On Hovember 9* 18lfl» the temple site was
officially dedicated.
During the winter visit of 1872-3, Young gave considerable
guidance to the town. He verbally chastised the people for
several deficiencies in their community and gave much instruction concerning the temple project.

Before returning to the

north, he also figured in the organizing of the Winsor Castle
Stock Growing Company and became its first president.
Eetumlng to the south for the winter stay of 1873-4*
Young moved into his new and permanent 3t. George home. In an
attempt to further the work on the temple and upgrade the physical condition of the town, he next organized the people Into
a society known as the United Order of ^ioch. Before returning to Salt Lake he also led another dedication ceremony at the
temple site*
Once again in poor health, the President arrived in St.
George on November 11, 1874, for another winter stay.

He re-

mained until February, 1875* and then returned to Salt lake to
gather finishing materials for the temple. His mission accomplished, he found time for a month-long visit in May, 1876, at
which time he expressed satisfaction with the state of completion of the temple*

4^

On Hovember 9* 1876* Young made his last visit to the
south.

On Hew Year's Bay, 18T7, he dedicated part of the first

temple to be erected in Utah.

During January, February, and

March* he worked in the temple and filled temple offices* The
Annual Conference of the Church was held on April 6, 1877* in
the newly completed structure, after which Young returned to
Salt lake* and died in his northern residence, August 29* 1877*

APPEOTBB

Chalman, Advisory Committee

